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State  Aging  Services  Expansion  Said  Due 
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ACTION  CENTER  —  Operations  of  the  new  Department 
of  Social  and  Rehabilitation  Services  are  now  supervised  from 
offices  in  the  Executive  Management  Building,  600  Cook 
Street.  Director  Theodore  Carkulis  and  his  staff  are  shown 
in  their  new  offices.  Pictured  are  Mr.  Carkulis  (seated),  Frank 
Sennett,  deputy  director,  and  Joan  Easbey,  executive  secre- 
tary. The  central  office  was  moved  January  15  from  the  Wel- 
fare Department  Building  at  515  North  Ewing.  Mr.  Carkulis 
supervises  the  operation  of  nine  social  and  rehabilitation  di- 
visions employing  800  persons. 

Agency  Placing  Students 

The    Special    Services    Divi-  sion  is  placing  students  in  so- 

sion  of  SRS  is  again  involved  cial  services  within  the  coun- 

in  placing  students  who  wish  ty    welfare    departments,    the 

to    pursue   a    career    in    social  Rehabilitative     Services     Divi- 

ServiceS.      This    year    the    divi-  Please  turn  to  page  three 


State  Will 
Get  More 
Federal  Funds 

Large-scale  expansion 
of  Senior  Citizen  Services  in 
Montana  during  the  next  four 
months  is  predicted  by  Lyle 
Downing,  state  aging  services 
division  administrator. 

Downing  attended  a  nation- 
al meeting  of  state  executives 
on  aging  last  week  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  where  he  said 
Administration  on  Aging  offi- 
cials announced  that  the 
pledges  for  greater  aid  to  el- 
derly Americans  made  by 
President  Nixon  will  be  imple- 
mented immediately. 

The  state  administrator  said 
that  the  Government  officials 
dealt  mostly  in  generalities  in 
discussing  the  new  program, 
but  added  guidelines  for  spe- 
cific recommendations  for  im- 
proving aging  services  will  be 
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Page  Two 


COMMENT 


The  late  legendary  Western- 
er, Bat  Masterson,  once  ob- 
served: "There  are  many  in 
this  world  of  ours  who  hold 
that  things  break  about  even 
for  all  of  us.  I  have  observed, 
for  exannple,  that  we  all  get 
the  same  amount  of  ice.  The 
rich  get  it  in  the  summertime 
and  the  poor  get  it  in  the  win- 
ter." 

In  most  Montana  cities 
these  days  everyone  is  getting 
plenty  of  ice,  but  most  of  it 
is  on  the  sidewalks.  Many 
walks  are  veritable  skating 
rinks,  and  as  a  result,  many 
Senior  Citizens  are  languishing 
in  hospitals  with  fractured 
legs  and  hips. 

It  seems  to  us  that  with  all 
the  emphasis  on  keeping  the 
highways  clear  and  the  streets 
free  from  ice  and  snow  that 
something  could  be  done  by 
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the  State,  county  and  city  gov- 
ernments about  icy  sidewalks. 
Isn't  it  possible  that  one  of 
these  giant  snow  removers 
cruising  along  a  street  could 
move  over  a  little  bit  and  clean 
the  sidewalks? 

Millions  of  dollars  are  spent 
in  Montana  in  snow  removal. 
Our  legal  friends  tell  us  that 
this  service  cannot  be  extend- 
ed to  sidewalks  because  in 
most  cases  they  are  considered 
private  property.  It  possibly 
would  be  a  good  idea  if,  by 
city  ordinance  with  strict  pen- 
alties, the  cities  and  towns 
would  force  property  owners 
to  clean  their  walks  in  the 
winter  time. 

We  have  another  pet  peeve 
which  we  would  like  to  de- 
scribe at  this  time.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  Senior  Citizens  ^re 
not  getting  their  share  of  mu- 
sic to  their  liking.  The  airways 
today  are  filled  with  rock  and 
roll  and  country  and  western 
music,  but  we  dismiss  most 
of  the  rock  and  roll  offered  as 
mere  trash.  Senior  Citizens, 
most  of  whom  are  usually  in 
a  nostalgic  mood,  find  music 
the  best  way  to  revive  fond 
memories  of  the  "good  old 
days." 

One  defect  in  country  and 
western  music  is  that  most  of 
the  tunes  are  turned  out  on 
an  assemblyline-  system.  The 
western  and  country  music 
•usually  follows  a  few  basic 
themes:    The    lonesome   cow- 


boy lamenting  the  absence  of 
his  sweetheart  who  is  some- 
where way  down  in  Okla- 
homa, the  cowboy  sorrowing 
because  of  unrequited  love  for 
the  pretty  school  teacher  and 
the  broken-hearted  cowboy 
whose  girl  has  gone  off  with 
a  traveling  salesman  or  some 
other  colorful  character. 

Many  radio  stations  play 
these  songs  over  and  over 
again  for  as  much  as  three 
hours  running  with  a  few  sta- 
tion breaks. 

We  questioned  several  ra- 
dio and  TV  station  operators 
about  the  deluge  of  country 
and  western  music  and  they 
all  gave  the  same  answer.  To 
keep  operating,  they  say,  we 
must  play  to  the  people  with 
the  most  buying  power.  These 
kids  that  listen  to  rock  and  roll 
spend  a  lot  of  money  (mostly 
their  parents'  money),  and  if 
we  don't  play  rock  and  roll 
and  country  and  western 
music  all  of  the  time  they  will 
shut  off  the  radio  or  TV  set. 

Whatever  happened  to  the 
good  old  songs  of  yesteryear 
like  "Down  by  the  Old  Mill 
Stream,"  "Meet  Me  Tonight 
in  Dreamland"  and  "Shine  on 
Harvest  Moon?" 

On  a  higher  plane  the  music 
of  Sigmund  Romburg,  Victor 
Herbert  and  Rodgers  and 
Hammerstein  gets  very  little 
airing  these  days. 

To  refute  the  claim  that  buy- 

Please  turn  to  page  five 
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SRS  Agency 

sion,  the  Aging  Services  Divi- 
sion, and  the  Veterans  Affairs 
Division. 

This  is  a  work  experience 
program  for  students  who 
have  completed  their  Junior 
year  of  college  and  have  plans 
to  continue  education  in  prep- 
aration for  a  career  in  social 
services.  The  period  of  em- 
ployment is  for  the  duration 
of  the  student's  summer  vaca- 
tion.    The    salary    is    $400.00 

Part  of  the  training  consists 
of  visiting  clients  in  their  own 
homes,  collateral  contacts,  etc. 
Typical  duties  involved  in  the 
position  of  social  work 
trainee  may  be-. 

1.  Service  in  selective  so- 
cial service  cases  to  children, 
families  and   adults. 

2.  Inter  -  agency  inquries 
and  requests. 

3.  Working  with  individ- 
uals to  help  them  become  re- 
habilitated and  self-sufficient. 

4.  Foster  home  studies. 

5.  Collateral  contacts. 

6.  Helping  elderly  persons 
to  utilize  and  organize  resour- 
ces. 

7.  Attendance  at  supervi- 
sory conferences. 

8.  Attendance  at  staff 
meetings. 

It  is  the  feeling  of  the  per- 
sonnel in  Special  Services  that 
the  program  will  provide  a 
broad  range  of  experiences 
and  provides  an  excellent  base 
for  understanding  a  social 
service  program. 

In  the  past  the  Department 
of  Social  and  Rehabilitation 
Services  has  been  extremely 
successful   in   recruiting   those 


persons  who  have  served  in 
the  position  of  social  work 
trainee  upon  graduation  from 
college.  It  is  the  intent  that 
those  persons  hired  for  the 
summer  of  1972  will  serve  as 
a  recruitment  base  for  all  di- 
visions within  the  SRS  Depart- 
ment. 

Persons  who  serve  in  the 
position  of  social  work  trainee 
may  be  employed  as  Social 
Worker's  after  graduation 
from  college  without  taking 
additional  examinations. 

Past  experience  of  this  pro- 
gram has  indicated  that  it  is 
an  excellent  opportunity  for 
students  who  qualify  as  well 
as  for  the  agency. 
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Expansion  Due 

issued  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

Among  the  possible  alloca- 
tions under  the  Nixon  plan  ex- 
pected for  Montana  include 
$600,000  for  a  nutrition  pro- 
gram and  $346,260  for  new 
programs  which  will  be  used 
for  other  aging  services. 

Although  the  new  project 
funds  have  been  released  offi- 
cially in  Washington,  the  Ad- 
ministration on  Aging  caution- 
ed the  state  executives  not  to 
make  commitments  of  the  sup- 
plemental money  at  this  time. 
They  said  disbursement  of 
funds  must  a  wait  the  com- 
pletion o  fthe  fiscal  year  1973 
program  strategy  for  imple- 
mentation of  the  program  un- 
der Title  III  of  the  Older  Amer- 
icans Act. 

"The  increase  in  funding  for 
aging  programs,"  Downing 
declared,  "is  the  result  of  'sen- 
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ior  power'  manifested  by  old- 
er people  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  at  last  year's 
White  House  Conference  on 
Aging.  There  is  no  question 
that  President  Nixon  was 
greatly  impressed  by  the  ac- 
tions of  the  3,400  delegates 
to  the  conference.  Each  state 
presented  a  plan  for  improv- 
ing aging  services." 

Downing  also  pointed  out 
that  Montana  now  has  43  Sen- 
ior Centers  in  all  parts  of  the 
state,  which  will  become  the 
focal  points  for  the  new  pro- 
grams. 

Due  to  the  lack  of  specific 
guidelines  covering  the  expan- 
sion program,  a  meeting  of 
the  advisory  committee  of  the 
Aging  Services  Division  has 
been  postponed  until  the  end 
of  March. 

The  committee,  appointed 
by  Theodore  Carkulis,  director 
of  the  Department  of  Social 
and  Rehabilitation  Services, 
will  act  in  an  advisory  capacity 
to  the  administrator  of  the  Ag- 
ing Division. 

Barclay  Craighead,  Helena, 
is  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee. Other  members  are:  Ro- 
berta Lee,  Florence;  John  S. 
Anderson,  M.D.,  Howard  Ells- 
worth, William  Macmillan, 
John  W.  McMahon,  M.D.,  E. 
S.  Haines  and  Gladys  Makela, 
all  of  Helena;  Mrs.  Leiand  H. 
Page,  Philipsburg;  Colin  Raff, 
Butte;  Claude  W.  Williams, 
Missoula  and  Clyde  Jarvis, 
Great  Falls. 


5,500  Immigrants 

About  5,500  Soviet  Jews 
have  emigrated  to  Israel  so 
far  this  year,  informed  sources 
have  reported. 
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Seniors  Get  Break  on  Income  Taxes 


The  1971  tax  revision  bill 
signed  into  law  in  December 
by  President  Nixon,  contains 
some  provisions  of  benefit  to 
older  Americans. 

Effective  on  1971  income, 
on  v^hich  taxes  are  due  April 
15,  the  personal  exemption  is 


increased  from  $650  to  $675. 
Because  men  and  v^omen  over 
65  can  claim  double  exemp- 
tion, this  means  that  their  per- 
sonal exemption  is  raised  from 
$1,300  to  $1,350. 

Beginning   with   this   year's 
income,    on    which    taxes    are 


DEAL  IS  CLOSED— An  agreement  between  the  Montana  Ag- 
ing Services  Division  and  ACTION,  the  new  National  agency 
funding  programs  for  the  aging,  was  reached  recently  in  New 
Orleans,  La.  Lyie  Downing,  left,  of  Helena,  the  Aging  Serv- 
ices Administrator,  informed  John  B.  Keller,  ACTION  Deputy 
Associate  Director,  that  Montana  would  sponsor  a  Retired 
Senior  Volunteer  Program  on  a  statewide  basis.  Mr.  Keller 
agreed  to  fund  the  project  Senior  Citizens  throughout  the 
state  will  be  asked  to  contribute  their  services  to  the  RSVP 
Program.  It  is  expected  that  hundreds  of  volunteers  can  be 
enlisted  in  Montana. 


payable  in  April,  1973,  the 
personal  exemption  is  raised 
to  $750  or  $1,500  for  older 
persons  claiming  double  ex- 
emptions. 

The  bill  also  raises  the  low 
income  allowance  from  $1,- 
050  to  $1,300.  This  is  a  flat 
deduction  in  addition  to  the 
personal  exemption  and  can 
reduce  or  eliminate  taxes  for 
those  with  incomes  near  the 
poverty  level. 

Finally,  on  1972  income,  the 
law  increases  the  standard  de- 
duction for  those  not  itemiz- 
ing such  deductions  to  15  per 
cent  of  gross  income  up  to  a 
maximum  of  $2,000.  The 
present  limitation  is  13  per 
cent  or  $1,500. 


ASSISTANCE  AVAILABLE 
FOR  OLDER  PEOPLE  IN 
COMPLETING  TAX  FORMS 

Free  assistance  to  senior 
citizens  in  filing  income  tax 
returns  will  be  available  at 
most  senior  citizen  centers  in 
Montana,  according  to  Steve 
AAcAAahon,  program  officer  of 
the  Aging  Services  Division. 

AAcAAahon  said  self  explana- 
tory income  tax  assistance  kits 
were  sent  to  the  centers  for 
use  by  volunteers  in  assisting 
older  persons  with  their  tax. 

If  no  volunteer  help  is  avail- 
able to  those  needing  tax 
help,  they  may  reach  the  Hel- 
ena Internal  Revenue  office 
by  dialing  1-800-332-2275, 
toll  free. 
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If  you  are  not  currently 
on  our  mailing  list  but 
would  like  to  subscribe 
free  to  the  SRS  news,  send 
your  name  and  address  to 
SRS  News,  715  Fee  St., 
Helena,  Mt.,  59601. 


Age  Serves  Youth  at  Con-Con 


Continued  from  page  two 

COMMENT 

ing  power  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  younger  generation,  we 
will  cite  the  fact  that  Senior 
Citizens  in  Montana  spend 
$138,615,519  in  pension  and 
social  security  payments  every 
year.  Something  may  be  done 
about  the  Senior  Citizens  be- 
ing short-changed  in  the  music 
world.  Senior  power  is  becom- 
ing more  potent  every  day  in 
Montana.  There  are  now  43 
Senior  Citizen  Centers  in  the 
state.  These  centers  serve 
thousands  of  elderly  persons 
who  are  very  much  alert  and 
determined  to  get  equal 
rights. 

As  one  Senior  Citizen  put 
it,  "If  Lawrence  Welk  were 
president,  he'd  see  that  we 
get  our  share  of  good  music." 


SENIORS  USE  THEIR  VOTE 

Older  Americans  vote  in 
more  impressive  numbers 
than  any  other  age  group,  ac- 
cording to  a  Bureau  of  Census 
analysis  of  the  November 
1970  election. 

Sixty-eight  per  cent  of  those 
65  and  over  went  to  the  polls. 
In  the  age  group  between  45 
and  64,  the  turn-out  was  74 
per  cent. 

Only  35.5  per  cent  voted  in 
the  21  to  29  year  age  group. 


Youth  will  be  served,  as 
the  saying  goes,  and  at  Mon- 
tana's Constitutional  Conven- 
tion youth  is  being  served  by 
age. 

The  30,000  students  attend- 
ing college  in  Montana  are  be- 
ing represented  at  the  Con- 
vention by  Robert  D.  Watt,  a 
72-year-old  Democratic  state 
representative  from  Missoula, 
whom  student  representatives 
hired  as  a  lobbyist. 


Student  leaders  said  they 
chose  Watt  from  among  a  doz- 
en or  so  applicants  in  the  be- 
lief their  interests  would  best 
be  served  by  Watt's  legisla- 
tive experience  and  his  ability 
to  relate  to  the  Con-Con  dele- 
gates, who  average  50  years 
of  age. 

Watts,  a  former  Missoula 
County  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  has  served  five  terms 
in  the  House. 
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SEVEN  COME  ELEVEN  -  Seniors  in  the  Helena  center  dis- 
cuss the  proper  wardrobe  for  the  upcoming  trip  to  Las  Vegas 
as  center  director  Earle  Tucker  listens. 

Pondering,  from  left,  are  Emily  Fisher,  Naomi  Tomlinson,  and 
Ruth  McDowell.  Cost  of  the  five-day  trip  is  set  at  $1 15,  with 
$15  of  this  to  be  returned  to  the  seniors  by  their  hotel  in  Las 
Vegas.  Tucker  speculated  that  some  of  the  travelers  might 
risk  their  $15  on  "the  biggest  bingo  game  in  town,"  at  the 
off-the-strip  Showboat  Hotel  where  the  party  will  lodge.  A 
total  of  75  seniors  are  set  to  leave  March  19  on  two  buses. 
The  $115  includes  bus  fare,  four  luncheons,  lodging,  and  a 
cocktail  hour.  Seniors  must  pay  for  their  other  meals.  The 
Las  Vegas  trip  is  the  latest  event  in  the  busy  schedule  of  the 
Helena  seniors,  who  in  recent  months  have  traveled  to  Cal- 
gary and  Spokane,  taken  snowmobile  trips  in  Yellowstone, 
and  many  shorter  jaunts. 
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Carroll  Student  Interning  With  SRS 


A  Carroll  College  student  is 
getting  a  taste  of  life  in  the 
work-a-day  world  under  a  new 
Career  Internship  Program  set 
up  at  the  college  in  coopera- 
tion with  Helena  businesses 
and  agencies. 

Dannette  Sullivan,  21 ,  a  sen- 
ior English  major  from  Butte, 
is  serving  as  an  intern  with 
the  Montana  Aging  Services 
Division,  in  the  Department  of 
Social  and  Rehabilitation  Serv- 
ices. 

Miss  Sullivan  spends  about 
six  hours  a  w  e  e  k  working 
with  Dan  Vichorek,  Informa- 
tion Officer  for  the  Division, 
in  connection  with  the  new 
program.  She  is  one  of  five 
students  from  Carroll  partici- 
pating in  the  internship,  which 
is  essentially  designed  to  give 
the  English  major  with  a  lib- 
eral   arts    background    super- 

JOB-HUNTING  TIPS 

"Jobfinding  Techniques  for 
the  Mature  Woman,"  a  pam- 
phlet prepared  by  the  Wom- 
en's Bureau  of  the  U.S.  De- 
partment of  Labor,  outlines 
practical  preparations  and  pro- 
cedures for  women  seeking 
employment.  Tips  on  self-anal- 
ysis, writing  resumes  and  in- 
terviewing are  a  part  of  the 
40-page  manual.  It  is  available 
for  30  cents  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402. 

The  SRS  News  will  be  pub- 
lished monthly  from  now  on, 
according  to  managing  editor 
Daniel  Vichorek. 


vised    practical    experience    in 
his  chosen  field. 

Other  students  working  in 
the  community  include:  Jim 
Rivers  at  the  Independent  Rec- 
ord; Dan  McCarthy,  Rocky 
Mountain  Development  Coun- 
cil; Marty  Beatty,  Model  Cities 
agency;  and  Pat  O'Leary,  at 
KCAP  Radio. 

Having  spent  last  semester 
as  a  student  teacher  in  the 
English  Department  of  Helena 
Senior  High  School,  Miss  Sul- 
livan is  now  trying  her  hand 
at  public  information. 

"Having  the  chance  to  put 
knowledge  to  use  in  a  real 
job  situation  is  an  invaluable 
experience,"  she  said. 

"My  work  at  the  Aging 
Services  Division  is  most  inter- 


esting; I  foresee  many  exciting 
possibilities  for  a  future  career 
in  the  field  of  public  informa- 
tion." 


Danette  Sullivan 


56  Montana  Centers  Predicted 


Senior  centers  will  be  oper- 
ating in  all  56  Montana  coun- 
ties by  spring,  predicts  Lyie 
Downing,  Administrator  of  the 
State  Aging  Services  Division. 

Older  Americans  Act  Title 
III  funds  have  helped  finance 
all  the  centers,  but  many  com- 
munities are  planning  to  take 
advantage  of  a  new  state  law 
which  allows  county  commis- 
sioners to  impose  a  1-mill  spe- 
cial levy  for  support  of  such 
centers  after  the  third  year, 
when  Title  III  support  normal- 
ly ends. 

Of  the  43  centers  now  in 
operation,  those  in  Livingston, 
Kalispell,  Bozeman,  Mineral 
County,  Great  Falls,  and  Mis- 
soula   are    already    receiving 


support  under  the  1971   law. 

So  far  in  1972,  new  centers 
have  been  funded  in  Three 
Forks,  Big  Timber,  Fairfield, 
Hot  Springs,  Harlowton,  Wi- 
baux, Circle,  Lame  Deer,  Eka- 
laka,  and  Ronan. 

Other  centers  are  operating 
in  Bozeman,  Livingston,  Great 
Falls,  Hamilton,  Missoula,  Hel- 
ena, Kalispell,  Superior,  Al- 
berton,  Superior,  St.  Regis, 
Malta,  Butte,  Hardin,  Billings, 
Sidney,  Roundup,  Choteau, 
Libby,  Townsend,  Anaconda, 
St.  Xavier,  Miles  City,  Lewis- 
town,  Glendive,  Harlem, 
Browning,  Scobey,  Baker, 
Plentywood,  D  r  u  m  m  o  n  d  , 
Broadus,  and  Jordan. 
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Priorities  said  Askew 


Sen.  Church  Deplores  'State  of  Aging' 


Idaho  Senator  Frank  Church 
has  asked  a  better  way  of  life 
for  the  aging  in  a  "state  of  the 
aging"  address  delivered  to 
the  Senate. 

Church  criticized  the  spend- 
ing priorities  of  "a  nation 
which  boasts  a  gross  national 
product  of  more  than  $1  tril- 
lion but  in  which  nearly  five 
million  older  Americans  exist 
below  the  poverty  line." 

Half    the    white    American 


widows  over  65  live  in  pov- 
erty, with  88  per  cent  of  black 
widows  the  same  age  below 
the  line,  Church  said. 

"We  could  abolish  poverty 
among  the  elderly,"  Church 
said,  "for  what  it  takes  to  run 
the  war  in  southeast  Asia  for 
just  three  months." 

"Given  such  incongruities 
in  our  present  spending  pat- 
terns," Church  said,  "it  is  easy 


to  understand  why  the  1970s 
could  become  a  decade  of  de- 
spair for  older  Americans." 

Church  has  introduced  sev- 
eral bills  seeking  more  bene- 
fits for  the  elderly,  including 
one  calling  for  an  average  12 
per  cent  increase  in  Social  Se- 
curity benefits,  with  those 
now  getting  the  smallest  pay- 
ments to  get  the  biggest  in- 
creases. 


Negative  Attitudes  on  Aging  Hit 


American  society  and  Sen- 
ior Citizens  themselves  must 
get  over  negative  attitudes  to- 
ward age,  according  to  Ber- 
nard E.  Nash,  Executive  Direc- 
tor of  the  American  Associa- 
tion of  Retired  Persons. 

American  society,  he  says, 
is  youth  oriented  to  the  de- 
triment of  older  persons. 

"In  our  nation,"  he  says, 
"the  various  of  vitality,  inquis- 
itiveness,  ambition  and  ag- 
gressiveness are  attributed  to 
the  young."  Youth  receives 
the  accolades  for  these  virtues, 
while  the  older  person  "is  pic- 
tured as  something  akin  to  so- 
ciety's court  jester,"  according 
to  Nash. 

Dr.  Boaz  Kahana,  professor 
of  psychology  at  Washington 
University  said  in  a  speech 
that  old  age  is  viewed  nega- 
tively by  old  people  as  well 
as  by  other  members  of  so- 
ciety.   Young  adulthood  is  al- 


most unanimously  regarded  as 
the  most  desirable  age,  fol- 
lowed by  middle  age  and 
adolescence,  according  to  Ka- 
hana. 

It  is  evident.  Dr.  Kahana 
concluded,  "that  the  elderly 
share  society's  worship  of 
youth." 

Nash  said  it  was  high  time 

RURAL  HOME  LOANS 

Applications  for  loans  to  in- 
dividuals for  building,  buying 
or  remodeling  homes  in  rural 
communities  under  10,000 
population  are  being  consid- 
ered by  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration,  a  credit  serv- 
ice of  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

"Many  families  in  cities 
want  to  move  to  the  country 
but  lack  the  opportunity  to  ob- 
tain home  financing,"  said 
James  V.  Smith,  administra- 
tor. 


that  society  and  older  people 
accept  and  embrace  the  real- 
ity of  growing  old. 

After  all,  he  said,  older 
Americans  do  not  much  dif- 
fer from  other  age  groups  in 
their  concerns.  "All  of  us  face 
certain  realities  in  every  stage 
of  life— illness,  loss  of  others 
meaningful  to  us,  and  econ- 
omic stress." 

Also,  he  said,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  man 
who  did  nothing  in  life  but 
grow  old  is  nonexistent,  since 
along  the  way  he  "added  his 
personal  signature  to  the 
world  and  the  time  in  which 
he  lived." 

Nash  called  for  the  aged  to 
be  the  first  to  view  aging 
more  positively.  "In  our 
time,"  he  said,  ''America 
should  not  continue  to  be 
viewed  as  a  youth-oriented  so- 
ciety in  which  older  persons 
are  outcasts." 
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Forty-Five    Leaders    Meet 


Coordination  Sought  Among  Agencies 


Getting  it  together  was  the 
name  of  the  game  when  45 
representatives  of  various  pri- 
vate, state  and  federal  social 
service  agencies  met  January 
10,   n,  and   12  in  Helena. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting 
was  to  discuss,  in  depth, 
methods  of  financing  rehabili- 
tation facilities  in  Montana, 
utilizing  a  team  approach  and 
joint  cooperation  among  the 
various  agencies.  This  unique 
approach  was  the  first  at- 
tempt to  coordinate  program 
planning  on  a  statewide  basis. 

The  original  concept  of  the 
seminar  evolved  following  a 
Technical  Assistance  consulta- 
tion in  Billings  in  November, 
1971.  Discussion  leaders  were 
Mr.  Dale  Eazell,  Westcom  In- 
dustries, Inc.,  Richmond,  Cali- 
fornia; Mr.  Richard  Corbridge, 
University  of  San  Francisco; 
Mr.  Al  Frederickson,  lARF, 
Washington,  D.C.;  Mrs.  Mag- 
gie Zednick,  Chief  of  Special 
Projects  Bureau,  Montana  Re- 
habilitative Services  Division, 
Mr.  Roger  Stensland,  Director, 
Helena  Industries,  Mr.  Bill 
Beck,  Director,  Billings  Voca- 
tional and  Specialized  Training 
Center,  Mr.  Bob  Kissell,  Direc- 
tor, Butte  Sheltered  Work- 
shop. 

Agencies  represented  in- 
cluded the  Rehabilitative  Serv- 
ices Division,  the  Department 
of  Public  Welfare,  WIN,  So- 
cial Security,  Vocational  Edu- 
cation, DDA,  Montana  ARC, 
del  Cities,  Mental  Health,  Ag- 
ing Services,  Eastern  Montana 


College  Rehabilitation  Coun- 
seling Program,  After-care, 
State  Department  of  Public  In- 
struction, Special  Education, 
Governor's  Manpower  Plan- 
ning, Medical  Services,  Re- 
gional Office  Rehabilitation 
Services,  SRS,  DDB,  Crime 
Control  Commission,  Facility 
Directors  and  Board  members 
from  Helena,  Billings,  Butte, 
and  Eastern  Montana. 

The  first  day  of  the  program 
was  devoted  to  information 
exchange  regarding  national, 
state,  and  local  facility  needs 
and  presentations  by  Facility 
Directors  of  their  respective 
programs.  The  second  day 
small  group  discussions  were 
conducted  for  the  purpose  of 
exploring  the  needs  of  various 
populations  and  methods  of 
developing  services  within  the 
facilities  to  meet  these  needs. 
In    addition,    the   concepts   of 


block  funding  and  purchase 
of  services  of  existing  work 
stations  were  extensively  ex- 
plored as  methods  of  reim- 
bursing the  workshops  for 
such  services. 

The  final  day  was  devoted 
to  establishing  an  action  com- 
mittee to  implement  the  find- 
ings of  the  seminar. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Re- 
gional Office  Staff  that  this 
unique  approach  of  bringing 
together  on  a  statewide  basis 
the  various  agencies  to  dis- 
cuss mutual  problems,  open- 
ing lines  of  communication, 
and  discussions  of  cooperative 
support  for  the  purposes  of 
developing  programs  for  the 
disabled  and  disadvantaged  in 
the  state  of  Montana  was  the 
first  seminar  of  this  type  con- 
ducted  in  Region  VIII. 


Butte  Oldsters  Get  Wheels 


Cut  rate  bus  and  taxi  serv- 
ice is  available  to  Butte  Senior 
Citizens  under  a  new  program 
funded  by  Model  Cities. 

Since  January  10,  a  bus  has 
been  running  in  Butte  on  an 
experimental  basis  with  the 
fee  set  at  25  cents  a  ride  for 
senior  citizens.  The  bus  will 
pick  up  seniors  at  their  homes 
in  Butte,  deliver  them  any- 
where they  want  to  go  and 
return  them  home. 

Reservations  must  be  made 


a  day  ahead  so  the  bus  sched- 
ule can  be  set. 

The  bus  runs  from  10  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.  on  weekdays.  When 
the  bus  is  not  running,  seniors 
may  ride  the  regular  city  buses 
for  25  cents  rather  than  the 
usual  40  cents,  and  taxi  fees 
are  reduced   by  25  cents. 

Operation  of  the  service 
will  continue  at  least  through 
June,  when  it  will  be  decided 
whether  there  is  enough  de- 
mand to  justify  continuation. 


Pege   Nine 


Court  Brings  Youths  Seniors  Together 


An  innovative  Idaho  juve- 
nile court  has  found  that  rec- 
ognition of  the  common  needs 
of  Senior  Citizens  and  juvenile 
offenders  can  lead  to  rehabili- 
tation of  the  youngsters  and 
gratification  for  the  seniors. 

Juvenile  Judge  Stanton  D. 
Tate,  writing  in  the  Juvenile 
Court  Journal,  says  the  Valley 
County,  Idaho,  juvenile  court 
worked  out  a  juvenile  rehabil- 
itation program  based  on  the 
knowledge  that  both  Senior 
Citizens  and  troubled  juve- 
niles were  lonely  and  in  need 
of  someone  to  appreciate 
them  as  worthwhile  individ- 
uals. 


felt  their  knowledge  and  ex- 
perience was  going  to  waste, 
although  they  had  lived  pro- 
ductive lives  and  knew  a  lot 
about  living. 

The  court  suggested  that 
old  people  with  mature  judg- 
ment and  an  interest  in  young- 
sters should  serve  as  volun- 
tary probation  officers,  an  idea 
that  reduced  juvenile  recidi- 
vism to  almost  zero  within 
two  years. 

Participating  Senior  Citizens 
were  required  to  spend  time 
listening  to  each  youth  and 
taking  an  interest  in  his  prob- 
lems. 


Tate  says   most  youths  ap-         The  youths  were  expected 

pearing   in   the  court   had   no  to  work  for  the  seniors,  doing 

one  to  take  a  personal   inter-  such  things  as  mowing  lawns, 

est  in  their  problems,  whereas  shoveling   snow  and   running 

the  older  residents  of  the  area  errands. 

Science  Tests  Senility  Treatment 


The  forgetfulness  common- 
ly associated  with  old  age  may 
soon  be  partially  curable,  ac- 
cording to  a  team  of  scientists 
at  the  State  University  of  New 
York  at  Buffalo. 

Experimenting  with  persons 
so  senile  they  were  considered 
"beyond  r  e  a  c  h,"  the  team 
found  that  by  administering 
oxygen  at  high  pressure  twice 
daily  for  15  days  they  could 
improve  the  patients'  mental 
performance  by  35  to  300  per 
cent  as  measured  by  special 
psychological  tests. 

Before  the  treatments,  the 
patients  could  not  carry  out 
routine  tasks,  had  no  interest 
in    life,    and   could    not   recall 


events  that  happened  the 
same  day. 

Afterwards,  they  were  able 
to  care  for  themselves,  and 
many  went  home  for  the  first 
time  in  years. 

Members  of  t  h  e  medical 
team  explained  that  senility  is 
caused  in  part  by  thickening 
and  hardening  of  the  arteries 
in  the  brain,  preventing  suffi- 
cient oxygen  from  reaching 
the  brain  and  reducing  mental 
efficiency. 

When  oxygen  is  adminis- 
tered at  high  pressure  in  a 
pressure  chamber,  the  brain 
gets  an  increased  supply  and 
regains  some  of  its  former 
function. 


Tate  says  both  age  groups 
were  "surprised  and  delight- 
ed" by  the  friendship  that  de- 
veloped between  them. 

One  adult  taught  his  proba- 
tioner to  build  fences  so  well 
that  they  teamed  up  to  go  into 
fence  building  as  a  business. 

Tate  said  the  experimental 
program  was  decidedly  more 
effective  than  the  convention- 
al probation  procedure,  with 
only  six  per  cent  of  the  youths 
in  the  program  appearing  as 
repeat  offenders  in  the  court. 

Volunteers  Help 
Ravalli  Seniors 
To  Recuperate 

Ravalli  County  Senior  Citi- 
zens returning  home  after  a 
stay  in  a  hospital  now  have 
15  volunteers  who  will  help 
them  recuperate  and  ease 
back  into  their  old  routines. 

Known  as  the  "Welcome 
Home  Service,"  the  operation 
is  run  by  the  Senior  Citizens' 
Associatioii  of  Ravalli  County. 
The  association  has  mailed  no- 
tices to  Missoula  and  Hamilton 
hospitals,  stating  "We  believe 
that  in  many  cases  the  provid- 
ing of  a  meal,  offering  to  do 
the  shopping  or  other  errands, 
or  just  visiting  can  ease  those 
first  days  and  aid  recupera- 
tion." 

The  service  does  not  include 
housekeeping,  in-home  cook- 
ing, or  nursing  service. 

Those  needing  the  service 
are  advised  to  call  the  FISH 
switchboard  in  Hamilton. 
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Rural  Needs  Surveyed 


Glasgow  Social  Experiment  Continues 


Progress  continues  with  the 
federally  funded  Social  Serv- 
ice Agency  experimental  proj- 
ect in  the  Glasgow  area  as 
needs  of  residents  become 
known. 

Judy  Myllymaki,  a  research 
analyst  for  the  project,  said  a 
series  of  panel  discussions 
throughout  the  area  in  Jan- 
uary was  helpful  in  determin- 
ing the  type  of  services 
needed. 

Many  of  the  problems  en- 
countered were  caused  by  the 
area's  isolation,  the  long  dis- 
tances between  towns,  and 
the  often  inadequate  services 
offered  in  the  towns. 

For  example,  she  said,  there 
were  complaints  about  the 
lack  of  laundromats  in  the 
communities. 

The  area  comprising  Phil- 
lips, Valley,  Roosevelt,  Daniels 

NIXON  ASKS  PASSAGE 
OF  MULTI-BILLION  DOLLAR 
LEGISLATION  FOR  SENIORS 

The  concerns  of  the  aged 
got  special  attention  by  Presi- 
dent Richard  Nixon  in  his  an- 
nual State  of  the  Union  mes- 
sage in  January. 

Heading  the  list  of  Nixon's 
appeals  on  behalf  of  the  aged 
was  a  call  for  speedy  passage 
of  HR-1,  which  would  provide 
$5.5  billion  in  benefits  to  old- 
er Americans,  plus  $3  billion 
in  increased  Social  Security 
benefits. 


and  Sheridan  counties  was 
chosen  for  the  experimental 
project  because  it  is  "very 
rural"  and  includes  an  Indian 
reservation. 

The  project  is  designed  to 
determine  whether  social  serv- 
ices can  be  delivered  at  rea- 
sonable cost  to  residents  of 
"very  rural"  areas.  If  the  proj- 
ect proves  such  services  feas- 
ible, it  may  have  an  impact 
on  future  social  legislation  in 
Congress,  it  is  believed. 

The  current  plan  is  for  the 
project  to  run  until  July  1, 
1974,  with  $441,000  in  fed- 
eral funding  for  the  first  year. 

Evaluation   is  being  carried 


out  both  from  within  the  proj- 
ect by  those  active  in  it,  and 
from  the  outside  by  a  private 
consulting  firm  hired  by  the 
government.  Miss  Myllymaki 
said  it  is  too  early  to  make 
any  definite  statement  about 
the  effectiveness  of  the  proj- 
ect, but  added  that  project 
leaders  are  very  pleased  with 
their  progress. 

Offered  under  the  project 
are  the  regular  welfare  type 
services,  such  as  visiting 
nurses  and  home  makers,  fos- 
ter homes,  and  transportation 
to  medical  facilities. 

The  project  differs  from  the 
usual  welfare  service  partly  in 
that  it  is  open  to  both  low  and 
middle  income  persons. 


Region  V  Workshops  Planned 


A  new  program  for  training 
and  employing  handicapped 
adults  is  under  way  in  north- 
eastern Montana. 

The  Region  V  Sheltered 
Workshop  has  set  April  1  for 
the  opening  in  Miles  City  of 
a  training  facility  that  initially 
will  accommodate  10  handi- 
capped trainees,  with  an  even- 
tual capacity  of  40,  according 
to  Mrs.  Royal  Granning  of 
Redstone,   workshop  director. 

The  initial  stages  of  the  pro- 
gram also  provide  for  a  print- 
ing press  to  be  operated  in 
Wolf  Point  by  handicapped 
trainees  starting  in  the  spring. 
Job  printing  will  be  done  she 
said. 

Mrs.  Granning  said  the  or- 


ganization hopes  to  open  sev- 
eral facilities  in  nearby  towns 
to  help  meet  the  needs  of  the 
1 ,687  handicapped  adults 
known  to  live  in  the  1 6  county 
Region  V  area. 

Most  of  those  classified  as 
handicapped  are  mentally  re- 
tarded, she  said. 

The  project  is  being  funded 
primarily  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment under  the  disabled 
development  aci  with  match- 
ing funds  to  be  furnished  by 
the  counties  served.  It  is  not 
known  how  much  money  will 
be  available  and  the  eventual 
scale  of  the  workshop's  opera- 
tion cannot  yet  be  determined, 
according  to  Mrs.  Granning. 
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Retirement  Philosophy  said  All  Wrong 


Retirement  is  the  final  phase 
of  a  life  program  that  is  wrong 
from  the  very  beginning,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Robert  N.  But- 
ler, a  gerontologist  and  psy- 
chiatrist, writing  in  Modern 
Maturity  magazine. 

Butler  says  modern  society 
insists  to  its  detriment  that 
young  persons  go  to  school, 
then  work  for  40  years,  and 
then  retire  at  an  arbitrary  age. 

He  contends  youth  should 
be  free  to  loaf  or  work  rather 
than  go  to  school,  workers 
should  be  given  leaves  of  ab- 
sence and  long  vacations  to 
pursue  whatever  educational 
or  leisure  goals  they  wish,  and 
retirement  should  come  when 
the  senior  worker  wants  it,  if 
he  wants  it  at  all. 

Although  retirement  may 
have  been  necessary  when  it 
was  begun  as  a  public  policy 
in  Germany  in  1882,  it  is  no 
longer  a  necessary  institution, 
according  to  Butler.  One  rea- 
son   retirement   occurs    at    an 

VA  Benefits  Broadened 
For  Veterans'  Widows 
Previously  Found  Ineligible 

Widows  of  World  War  II 
veterans  who  were  denied 
Veterans  Administration  death 
benefits  because  they  were 
not  married  long  enough 
should   consider   reapplying. 

Under  modified  VA  require- 
ments, the  widows  must  only 
have  been  married  to  veterans 
for  one  year  before  death  to 
qualify  for  benefits. 


arbitrary  age  today,  Butler 
says,  is  because  labor  unions 
have  urged  it  in  order  to  open 
jobs  for  younger  workers. 

Compulsory  retirement  has 
outlived  its  usefulness,  Butler 
says,  pointing  out  that  there 
is  plenty  of  work  for  experi- 
enced older  workers  who  nev- 
ertheless are  forced  to  retire 
against     their     wishes     upon 


reaching  a  certain  age. 

Butler  summed  up,  "We 
must  reappraise  all  of  the  sup- 
posed social  advances,  such  as 
job  tenure,  career  ladders  and 
seniority  rights  that  tend  to 
lock  people  into  40  years  of 
work,  and  devise  new  ways 
of  stimulating  men  to  use 
more  of  those  years  for  learn- 
ing and  leisure." 


S5  Benefit  Increase  Advocated 


Congress  could  raise  Social 
Security  benefits  by  20  per 
cent  immediately  without  rais- 
ing the  social  security  tax  or 
allocating  federal  funds,  ac- 
cording to  Nelson  Cruikshank, 
president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Senior  Citizens. 

Cruikshank  testified  to  the 
Senate  Finance  Committee  that 
the  20  per  cent  raise  would 
be  possible  on  present  Social 
Security  income  if  Congress 
would  change  a  portion  of  the 
Social  Security  Law  that  ig- 
nores inflation  and  assumes 
that  wages  and  social  security 
revenues  will  remain  steady 
in  the  future. 

He  said  the  law  should  rec- 
ognize that  wages  and  salaries 
subject  to  social  security  tax 
will  rise  in  the  future  as  in  the 
past. 

If  these  increases  were  con- 
sidered, he  said,  it  would  no 
longer  be  necessary  to  pile  up 
huge  cash  surpluses  to  keep 
the  Social  Security  system  in 
balance,  even  though  bene- 
fits would  be  increased. 

The  finance  committee  was 
considering      HR-1,     which 


would  allow  a  five  per  cent 
increase  in  Social  Security  ben- 
efits, in  contrast  with  the  min- 
imum 20  per  cent  increase 
Cruikshank  repeatedly  has 
said  is  needed. 

Cruikshank  said  the  changes 
he  recommended  in  the  law 
were  urged  last  year  in  a  re- 
port issued  by  the  Advisory 
Council  on  Social  Security, 
which  was  headed  by  Dr.  Ar- 
thur S.  Flemming,  now  special 
consultant  on  aging  to  the 
president. 

BELGRADE  CENTER  PLANNED 

The  Gallatin  County  Coun- 
cil on  Aging  is  continuing  with 
plans  to  establish  a  senior  cen- 
ter in  Belgrade. 

The  center  will  be  housed 
in  the  same  building  as  the 
town  hall  in  space  donated  by 
the  city.  June  Brown,  repre- 
senting the  aging  council,  said 
donations  of  furnishings  are 
needed  to  equip  the  center. 

Donated  dishes  and  furni- 
ture would  be  especially  wel- 
come, she  said.  Rosa  Clark, 
Box  263,  Belgrade,  will  accept 
donations. 
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Healthy   Mind,  Healthy  Body 

Stay  Active  and  You'll  Stay  Healthy 


If  you  want  to  stay  healthy, 
stay  active. 

The  relationship  between 
the  healthy  mind  and  the 
healthy  body  is  becoming  in- 
creasingly evident,  according 
to  Dr.  Michael  Geokas  of  the 
Sepulveda  California  V.  A. 
Hospital. 

It  is  apparent,  he  said,  that 
older  persons  must  avoid  the 
isolation  and  loneliness  which 
lead  inevitably  to  mental  de- 
pression, and  often,  to  a  de- 
cline in  physical  health. 

Volunteer  work  and  partici- 


pation in  community  projects 
are  good  preventive  medicine. 
Dr.  Geokas  says.  Taking  part 
in  cultural  activities,  attending 
lectures,  and  programs,  and 
social  events  helps  keep  older 
people  up  to  date  and  nar- 
rows the  gap  between  gener- 
ations, according  to  the  doc- 
tor. 

Among  the  problems 
brought  on  by  low  spirits  is 
fatigue,  according  to  Dr. 
Geokas.  Fatigue  may  be  gen- 
erated by  boredom  or  anxiety 
even  where  there  is  no  physi- 


cal reason  for  it,  he  said.  A 
poor  outlook  on  life  also  may 
contribute  indirectly  to  the 
tiredness  often  felt  by  isolated 
Senior  Citizens  by  causing  in- 
sominia,  he  added. 

Seniors  should  avoid  coffee 
and  tea  after  6  p.m.,  and  un- 
dergo physical  examination  to 
check  for  anemia  and  other 
physical  problems.  Dr.  Geokas 
said.  A  balanced  diet,  mild 
exercise,  and  a  happy  outlook 
on  life  are  the  best  medicine 
for  persons  of  all  ages,  he 
said. 


State  Seniors  Start  Another  Active  Year 


Senior  Citizens  throughout 
Montana  have  had  a  b  u  s  y 
schedule  so  far  this  year. 

In  Missoula,  an  old-time 
dance  with  Jim  Ring's  orches- 
tra highlighted  activities  in  the 
Kathleen  Walford  Senior  Citi- 
zens Center. 

Persons  60  or  older  at  Glas- 
gow were  admitted  free  to  the 
Glasgow  High  School— Hardin 
basketball  game. 

Moving  pictures  of  wild 
game  in  the  area  surrounding 
Thompson  Falls  taken  by 
Chuck  Applegate  were  shown 
to  42  senior  citizens  at  their 
January  meeting. 

In  Baker,  there  will  be  a  de- 
fensive driving  course  offered 
soon  at  the  Senior  Citizen  Cen- 
ter for  anyone  of  any  age  that 
is  interested.  The  course  will 
be  taught  by  a  qualified  in- 
structor from  the  Montana 


State  Highway  Patrol. 

Helena  Senior  Citizens  had 
a  short  film  on  diabetes  shown 
in  preparation  for  a  diabetic 
clinic  to  be  held  soon. 

Senior  Citizens  of  Phillips 
County  were  invited  to  attend 
the  basketball  game  between 
Malta  and  Simms  as  guests  of 
the  Malta  Mustangs.  Anyone 
65  or  over  was  admitted  free. 

Senior  Citizens  in  Deer 
Lodge  heard  performances  by 
Junior  Miss  Contestants. 

The  Three  Forks  Senior  Citi- 
zens Center  held  a  bake  sale 
at  their  Center. 

Square  dancing  and  old- 
time  dancing  was  featured  at 
the  Lincoln  County  Senior  Citi- 
zens dance  in  Libby. 

Butte  senior  citizens  held  a 
Valentine  dance  in  the  Imma- 
culate Conception  Parish  Cen- 
ter. 


Films  were  shown  at  a  pro- 
gram the  senior  citizens  had 
at  the  Senior  Center  in  Broad- 
us. 

Pastor  David  Larson  was  the 
"acting  Houdini"  at  the  magi- 
cian show  at  the  Wolf  Point 
Senior  Citizens  Center. 

Free  haircuts,  sets  and  per- 
manent waves  were  given  for 
older  Libby  women  as  a  spe- 
cial 'Valentine'  gift  from  sev- 
eral beauty  salons  in  Libby. 

Senior  Citizens  were  hon- 
ored during  the  Family  Night 
Concert  presented  by  Colum- 
bia Falls  High  School  Concert 
Band. 

Two  films,  entitled  "Japan- 
ese Garden  Through  the  Year" 
and  "Japanese  Festivals"  were 
shown  at  the  Senior  Citizen 
Center  in  Lewistown. 

Helena  Senior  Citizens  will 
make  a  bus  trip  to  Las  Vegas 
March  19-24. 


Page  Thirteen 


Youths  Combat  Loneliness  of  Seniors 


The  loneliness  of  the  aged 
is  one  of  the  most  frequently 
voiced  social  complaints,  even 
in  a  town  like  Butte  with  more 
than  its  share  of  other  press- 
ing  problems. 

Teen-age  volunteers  man- 
ning the  crisis  call-in  center  in 
Butte  report  most  callers  are 
elderly  persons  complaining 
of  loneliness. 

"People  call  in  just  to  talk," 
says  volunteer  Steve  Lee. 

Lee  said  he  and  the  other 
young  volunteers  refer  the 
lonely  callers  to  other  old  peo- 
ple who  need  someone  to  talk 
to. 


Next  to  loneliness,  Lee  said, 
the  problems  most  often  ex- 
pressed by  callers  include 
drug  abuse,  alcoholism,  and 
suicide  urges.  All  these  prob- 
lems are  referred  to  the  pro- 
per professionals  for  help,  Lee 
said. 

Helping  people  with  their 
problems  is  the  goal  of  the 
center,  and  among  those 
benefiting  are  the  volunteers, 
all  teen-agers,  who  man  the 
crisis  telephones  in  the  center. 

"Working  to  help  others  is 
the  best  way  I  can  think  of  to 
spend  my  spare  time,"  said 
one  volunteer. 


Carkulis  says  Food  Stamps 
Bought  by  24,000  Monthly 


Welfare  recipients  and  oth- 
er low  income  people  in  Mon- 
tana paid  $4,050,000  last  year 
for  food  stamps  that  gave 
them  $9,069,000  worth  of 
food  buying  power,  according 
to  SRS  director  Theodore  Car- 
kulis. 

Carkulis  said  about  24,000 
persons  currently  purchase 
food  stamps  in  any  given 
month.  Of  this  number, 
roughly  8,000  are  welfare 
recipients  and  13,000  are  low 
income  persons  not  on  the 
welfare  rolls. 

The  largest  use  of  stamps  in 
Montana  last  year  was  in  Cas- 
cade County  where  purchasers 
paid  $668,000  for  stamps 
worth  $1,655,000. 


In  Silver  Bow  County, 
$482,268  was  paid  for  food 
stamps  ultimately  worth  $1,- 
282,428.  Yellowstone  County 
residents  put  up  $481,000  for 
stamps  worth  $1,026,000. 
Missoula  county  stamp  sales 
totaled  $339,905  for  stamps 
valued  at  $943,028. 

An  individual  with  income 
up  to  $170  monthly  is  eligible 
for  the  stamps. 

Carkulis  reported  that  all 
public  assistance  in  the  state 
last  year  totaled  a  record  $33.5 
million,  including  $9.9  million 
in  aid  to  dependent  children, 
$13.1  million  in  Medicaid,  and 
$5.1  million  in  general  assist- 
ance and  county  medical  ex- 
penditures. 
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Butte  Crisis  Center  Volun- 
teers Steve  Lee,  Don  Finn,  and 
Kathy  Yelenich,  from  left,  at 
the  Montana  Advisory  Coun- 
cil on  Children  and  Youth  Fair 
held  In  the  Capitol  Rotunda  in 
January. 

Stampless  Madison   County 
Offered   Surplus   Food 

Madison  County's  position 
as  one  of  ten  counties  in  the 
United  States  refusing  to  ac- 
cept food  stamps  is  being 
challenged. 

The  county  commissioners, 
who  have  rejected  the  stamps 
for  the  county,  recently  r  e  - 
ceived  a  letter  saying  the  gov- 
ernment will  send  surplus 
commodities  to  the  county  un- 
less the  commissioners  reverse 
their  ruling  on  the  stamps. 

Statistics  indicate  that  350 
of  the  1300  families  in  the 
county  are  on  social  security, 
with  200  below  the  federal 
poverty  level. 
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College  for  Senior  Citizens  a  New  Na^ 


Senior  Citizens  around  the 
country  are  going  to  college 
free  or  at  reduced  cost  as  col- 
lege administrators  recognize 
the  desire  for  higher  educa- 
tion felt  by  many  oldsters. 

At  Dawson  Junior  College 
in  Glendive,  persons  over  the 
age  of  60  are  allowed  to  at- 
tend class  with  no  tuition  or 
fees.  They  are  lent  textbooks 
and  are  admitted  free  to  all 
cultural  and  athletic  events  at 
the  college. 

At  Carroll  College  in  Hel- 
ena, Senior  Citizens  are  al- 
lowed to  audit  courses  for  ten 
dollars,  with  an  additional  ten 
dollar  fee  if  the  course  is  ta- 
ken for  credit. 

One  of  those  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  program  at 
Carroll  was  AAable  Walker,  65, 
who  is  taking  Spanish  to  pre- 
pare for  a  vacation  to  Mexico. 

Mrs.  Walker,  who  works 
part  time  at  the  city  library, 
said  she  "wouldn't  even  have 
asked"  about  the  course  if  it 
wasn't  for  the  special  rate. 
She  said  if  the  college  publi- 
cized the  special  rates  far 
enough  ahead  of  registration 
time  that  many  older  persons 
probably  would  like  to  take 
courses. 

The  Carroll  registrar  said 
five  persons  were  attending 
the  school  under  the  program. 

Although  only  two  Mon- 
tana colleges  are  known  to 
offer  reduced  cost  schooling 
to  Senior  Citizens,  other 
schools  around  the  country 
are  following  the  trend. 
Among  them  are  Eastern  New 
Mexico  University  at  Portales, 


and    the    University    of   Ken-     week  after  the  reduced  rates 

tucky,    where    over    200    in-     were  announced. 

quries  were  received  the  first         Also  offering   special    rates 


Sister  Mary  Grace,  Carroll  College  Spanish  teacher,  gives 
some  pointers  to  Mrs.  Mabel  Walker,  65,  who  is  attending 
Carroll  under  the  school's  special  program  for  Senior  Citizens. 
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iona.1  Tf  end      Nursing  Home  Complaints  Solicited 


are  the  University  of  Connecti- 
cut at  Storrs,  Boston  Univer- 
sity, Providence  College  and 
the  University  of  Rhode  Island 
at  Providence,  and  Utica  Col- 
lege of  Syracuse  University  at 
Utica,  N.  Y. 


Complaints  about  nursing 
homes  now  can  be  forwarded 
to  the  proper  governmental 
agencies  through  district  so- 
cial security  offices. 

HEW  Secretary  Elliot  L.  Rich- 
ardson said  the  Social  Security 


Deputy  SRS  Director  Sennett 
Backs  Full  Rights  for  Children 


Montana's  new  constitu- 
tion should  include  provisions 
to  guarantee  children  full  con- 
stitutional rights,  SRS  Deputy 
Director  Frank  Sennett  said  in 
"testimony  before  a  constitu- 
tional convention  committee. 

Sennett  told  the  Bill  of 
Rights  Committee  that  chil- 
dren have  been  among  the 
classes  of  individuals  some- 
times denied  full  rights  by  the 
power  structure. 

Society  and  the  people  in 
power,  Sennett  said,  have 
wrongly  "doled  out  piece- 
meal, as  they  see  fit,"  the 
basic  rights  of  individuals  who 
are  outside  the  power  struc- 
ture but  nevertheless  legiti- 
mately possess  the  same  in- 
alienable rights  as  everyone 
else. 

"This  denial  of  rights  has 
been  unjust,  inhuman  and 
criminal  in  many  instances," 
Sennett  said. 

"The  person  not  allowed  to 
vote  because  of  the  color  of 
his  skin,  the  young  man  forced 
to  leave  school  and  lose  his 
education  because  of  the 
length   of   his   hair,   the   child 


beaten  to  death  by  his  parents 
for  discipline  are  all  examples 
of  how  society  has  failed  to 
protect  the  rights  of  certain 
classes  of  individuals,"  Sen- 
nett said. 

He  urged  the  Con-Con  com- 
mittee members  to  insure  that 
children  no  less  than  other 
groups  be  accorded  their  full 
share  of  rights  in  the  new  con- 
stitution. 


House,  Senate  Approve 
Free  Senior  Passes 
Into  National  Parks 

Montana  Senior  Citizens 
would  be  granted  free  en- 
trance to  Yellowstone  and  Gla- 
cier parks  under  a  bill  recently 
passed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

The  bill  approved  retention 
of  the  $10  Golden  Eagle  pass- 
port for  entrance  into  national 
recreation  areas,  with  free 
Golden  Eagle  passes  to  per- 
sons over  65  for  use  in  their 
home  states  only. 

The  measure  was  sent  to  the 
Senate,  which  has  passed  a 
similar  bill. 


offices  are  designated  as  re- 
ceiving centers  for  the  com- 
plaints as  part  of  a  move  by 
the  Nixon  administration 
against  sub-standard  nursing 
homes. 

He  urged  anyone  with 
knowledge  of  unsanitary  or 
unsafe  conditions,  neglect,  or 
poor  quality  care  in  nursing 
homes  to  report  it  to  a  Social 
Security  office  by  mail,  tele- 
phone, or  in  person. 

If  desired,  the  identity  of 
those  reporting  poor  condi- 
tions can  be  kept  confidential. 


GRANTS  ARE  LIMITED 

Administrators  of  the  Horace 
Gregory  Award  and  the  Mark 
Rothko  Foundation  report 
overwhelming  response  by 
elderly  artists,  journalists  and 
composers  for  grants  in  aid. 
However,  because  of  the  lim- 
ited resources  of  both  funds, 
individual  replies  cannot  be 
made  to  applicants  who  are 
not  eligbile,  according  to 
spokesmen  for  the  founda- 
tions. 

Candidates  for  the  Horace 
Gregory  Award  are  selected 
by  a  nominating  committee. 
Thus,  individual  applications 
cannot  be  accepted. 

The  Mark  Rothko  Founda- 
tion has  awarded  all  funds 
available  through  next  spring. 
Future  grants  will  be  awarded 
only  to  writers,  artists  and 
composers  whose  work  al- 
ready has  been  recognized  as 
having  artistic  merit  and  is  rec- 
ommended by  an  advisory 
committee. 
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'Sun  City  Follies'  May  Highlight 
1972  State  Conference  on  Aging 


A  road  show  adaptation  of 
Johnny  Carson's  TV  produc- 
tion, "The  Sun  City  Follies," 
may  highlight  the  1972  Gov- 
ernor's Conference  on  Aging 
in  Montana. 

The  Aging  Services  Division 
of  the  Department  of  Social 
and  Rehabilitation  Services  is 
negotiating  with  the  Lesley 
Foundation  of  San  Francisco 
which  sponsors  the  show.  It 
has  been  presented  by  many 
Senior  Citizen  groups  from 
Maine  to  California. 

A  year  ago  the  Johnny  Car- 
son TV  show  staged  the 
premiere  of  the  "Sun  City  Fol- 
lies" featuring  retired  per- 
formers of  stage,  screen  and 
vaudeville. 

The  format  intrigued  San 
Francisco  producer,  Robert  E. 
Lee,  who  was  confident  that 
the  Carson  TV  show  had  all 
the  ingredients  needed  for  a 
successful  national  benefit 
tour  in  behalf  of  senior  activity 
programs  proposed  by  the  Les- 
ley Foundation.  Carson  gave 
Lee  permission  to  use  the  title 
in  the  road  show  tour. 


Another  adaptation  of  the 
"Sun  City  Follies"  will  be  pre- 
sented on  the  Carson  show 
later  this  year. 

The  producer  is  making  a 
very  attractive  offer  to  senior 
citizen  organizations  desiring 
the  production.  The  Lesley 
Foundation  underwrites  a  I  I 
costs  of  the  show  including 
rental,  tickets,  banners,  win- 
dow cards,  promotional  ma- 
terial and  newspaper,  radio 
and  television  advertis- 
ing. Profits  from  the  produc- 
tion will  be  divided  between 
the  producer  and  the  sponsor- 
ing agency. 

The  "Sun  City  Follies"  was 
presented  last  December  8  in 
Salt  Lake  City  and  received 
rave  notices  in  the  press. 

In  the  plan  outlined  for  the 
Aging  Services  Division,  Lee 
pointed  out  that  the  heart  of 
the  "Sun  City  Follies"  is  t  h  e 
great  reservoir  of  retired  en- 
tertainers within  the  aging 
community.  A  minimum  of 
five  senior  acts  is  required 
from  the  area  in  which  the 
production  is  being  staged  to 


give  it  a  local  flavor. 

The  star  of  the  "Sun  City 
Follies"  is  Bruce  Ennis  Watson, 
son  of  the  founder  of  the  Les- 
ley Foundation,  who  had  his 
name  legally  changed  to  Bruce 
Who.  He  is  a  veteran  TV  and 
radio  performer  who  has  ap- 
peared in  many  productions 
throughout  the  country. 

As  soon  as  negotiations  are 
complete,  the  Aging  Services 
Division  will  start  recruiting 
Montana  talent. 

Lyie  Downing,  Aging  Serv- 
ices administrator,  explained 
that  the  site  of  this  year's  Gov- 
ernor's Conference  and  the 
exact  dates  have  not  been  set. 
However,  it  is  expected  that 
the  conference  will  be  held 
early  in  September. 

The  Lesley  Foundation  has 
been  active  in  senior  citizen 
programs  for  many  years.  It 
now  operates  five  residency 
complexes  on  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Peninsula  which  are 
mainly  for  1,000  low-income 
elderly  Americans.  The  foun- 
dation is  supposed  to  have 
assets  of  more  than  $7  million. 


X096S  BUBjuoK  'BuapH  '-JS  ^»A  £U  'uoisIAiQ  saaiAaag  SuiSy  oj  suoiiBSUinuiuioD  hb  ssajppy 


Oi  OK  ^!"»-«9d 

T096S  eub;uoi\i  'Buaian 

piBd     L'l 

aSB^sod   s-fi 

UOI)BZIUBiSJO  iUo-'d""*'^ 


1096S  BUB^uow  'BuapH 

IZL  xog 
ja^uag  Joiuag  BuajaH 


